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Where is Prince Edward
Island (PEI)?
Where is Prince Edward
Island (PEI)?



Who are we?Who are we?
Mainly descendents of Irish, Scottish and
French settlers

Population 140,000

An Island Province



The PEI EconomyThe PEI Economy
Agriculture – Potatoes, Cattle

Tourism – Beaches, Golf

Fisheries and Aquaculture – Lobster,
Mussels and Oysters

Knowledge Economy Industries –
Information Technology, Biotechnology
and Aerospace



TourismTourism

AquacultureAquaculture

AgricultureAgriculture



The PEI EconomyThe PEI Economy
In 1997, the Confederation Bridge opened
to the mainland … the longest bridge in
the world over iced waters.



Technology should …Technology should …

♦Make our communities safer, not more
dangerous

♦ Help us learn, not become a barrier to
knowledge

♦ Improve our health care, not re-direct
medical funding

♦ Provide better access to government, not
less access

♦ Help our economy, not be a financial
burden



Education is the foundationEducation is the foundation

♦ Government commitment is essential
♦ In 1998, PEI connected every school to

the internet – the first province in
Canada – the first nation in the world

♦ Find information technology champions
(teachers) in the classroom

♦ Retire the opponents to technology

Knowledge is the global economic enabler



Tele-home-careTele-home-care

♦Started as a Tele-hospice project.
Terminally ill patients connected to
the hospital and spent their last
days in their own homes (1998).

♦Has evolved to a broad scope of
health care services that can be to
home from a hospital.
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Tele-home-careTele-home-care

♦ Tele-home-care is the provision of care,
instruction and education to clients in their own
home through the use of interactive technology
(two- way video & audio).

♦ The system can allow a nurse or doctor at the
hospital to monitor clients blood pressure, pulse
readings, live heart, lung and bowel sounds
using a stethoscope, oxygen saturation levels,
view wounds and dressings, measure blood
sugars, etc.



Tele-home-careTele-home-care

♦ Conditions that are being monitored
through this technology includes
Congestive Heart Failure, Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD),
Hypertension, Diabetes, Asthma , Severe
Anxiety, Cancer, Spinal Cord Injury, High-
risk Pregnancy, Hospice Care,Mental
Health, Medication Compliance, Wound
care, Elderly patient care, Post Stroke



Tele-home-care, ResultsTele-home-care, Results

♦ Better service
♦ Happier patients
♦ Lower costs
♦ 15% few visits to the hospital
♦ 46% less admissions for overnight stays at

the hospital



TourismTourism

♦ A very important part of Prince Edward
Island’s economy.

♦Most visitors travel long distances by
automobile and do most of their vacation
planning using the internet.

♦ Internet has lowered the costs of tourism
promotion in a very competitive
marketplace.



TourismTourism



Tele-democracy isTele-democracy is

♦Making our political leaders more
accountable

♦ Providing all citizens with a voice
♦ Having more effective consultation on

important issues
♦ Lowering the cost of democracy



Tele-democracy in Canada
today
Tele-democracy in Canada
today
♦ Political donations over $100 are posted on the

internet
♦ Live-streaming of legislative proceedings are

broadcast on the internet
♦ All elected officials have email addresses on line

and now receive over 90% of correspondence
from citizens via the web

♦ Citizens can easily consult with government on
important policy issues through “on-line”
committee hearings

♦ E-voting will soon be an option



Bill Drost
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Government of Prince Edward Island
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